
Description: 

Discoaster aster BRAMLETTE & RIEDEL, 1954 
Discoaster stella (EHRENBERG). Colom and Gamundi, Estudios Geologicos, 

Madrid, no. 14, pl. 25, fig. 6, 1951. 
not Discoaster stella (EHRENBERG). Deflandre, Traite de Zoologie, vol. 1, 

fasc. 1, p . 465, figs. Y-Y", 1952. 

FIG. 7 - Discoaster aster n. sp., holotype. x 2500 . 

Discoaster 
aster 

Asterolith stellate, with commonly five or six, rarely seven thick and wide rays which vary 
markedly in width and degree of separation, and terminate in a rounded or bluntly pointed 
tip. The rays are somewhat irregular in outline due to their rather rugose surface. Total 
diameter usually 8- 20 microns. 

Remarks: 

This rather nondescript and very variable species may actually include several unrelated forms, 
and the variability makes it difficult to separate the extremes from the usually much thinner
rayed D. brouweri on the one hand and D. woodringi on the other. Also, it varies greatly in 
size, including a very small form in the earliest Tertiary which is otherwise indistinguishable 
from the later, larger forms. 
Colom and Deflandre have both applied Ehrenberg's name " stella " to somewhat similar 
discoasters, but Actiniscus stella EHRENBERG is a name which should properly be applied to a 
siliceous microfossil. It appears that Ehrenberg generally distinguished sharply between sili
ceous and calcareous fossils. There is some possibility that he also used the name Actiniscus 
stella for calcareous skeletal remains (e.g., Ehrenberg, 1854, pl. 20, fig. 47) although the original 
reference was evidently to a siliceous microfossil. 

Type level: 

Lower Oligocene. 
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D. aster is widely distributed geographically, and occurs throughout the Tertiary, and possibly 
in the Quaternary in which occur rare specimens of rather similar form. 

Type locality: 

Near top of Oceanic formation (lower Oligocene) at Bath, Barbados. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. 

Author: 

Bramlette M.N. and Riedel W.R., 1954, p. 400; pl. 39, fig. 7. 

Reference: 

Stratigraphic value of Discoasters and some other Microfossils related to recent Coccolithophores. 
J. Paleont., vol. 28, no 4, pp. 385-403, pis. 38, 39, text-figs. 1-3. 
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